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VIA HAND DELIVERY -

Mr. Charles L.A. Terreni

Chief Clerk/Administrator

South Carolina Public Service Commission
101 Executive Center Dr., Suite 100
Columbia, SC 29210

Re:  Application of Bell Atlantic Communications, Incorporated d/b/a Verizon
Long Distance for Approval of an Increase of Maximum Rates for Long
Distance Message Telecommunications Service and Plan M Service
Monthly Recurring Charge
Docket No. 2805-284+C

2005384 C-

Dear Mr. Terreni:

Enclosed for filing please find the original and sixteen (16) copies of the
Settlement Agreement in the above referenced matter. The parties respectfully request
that the Settlement Agreement be placed into the record in this docket. Please date stamp
the extra copy enclosed and return it to me in the envelope provided.

Thank you very much for your assistance. Please let me know if you have any
questions.

Sincerely, /i

JMN/pjm
Enclosures

cc: Connie Wightman, Technologies Mngmt
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Jaguary 20, 2006 ' y

IN RE:

Application of Bell Atlantic Communications,
Incorporated d/b/a Verizon Long Distance
For Approval of an Increase of Maximum
Rates for Long Distance Message
Telscommupications Service and Plan M
Service Monthly Recurring Charges.

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

N N N N Nl N Nt

This Settlement Agreement (“Settlement Agreement”) is made by and among the Office
of Regulatory Staff (“ORS") and Bell Atlantic Communications, Incorporsted d/b/a Verizon
Long Distance (“Verizon™ or “Company”) (colledtivel&'mfeHe& lto ag the “Parties” or sormtjmes
individually as “Party’"); _ f

WHEREAS, on December 9, 2005 Verizon filed an application requesting a unﬁ‘
revision, which the Company requested to become effective on February 1, 2006. This ﬁlmg
would increase the maximum rates for Long Distance Message Telecommunications Services
(LDMTS) and Plan M Service Monthly Recurring Charge (MRC). The Company proposes to
increase the LDMTS maximum rate from 50,35 to $0.60, end the Plan M Service MRC
maximum rete from $2.00 to $6.00. If approved by the South Carolina Public Service
Commigsion (“PSC”), the Company plans‘to increase the curvent rate for LDMTS from $0.35 to
$0.40 and for Plan M Service the current MRC will go from $2.00 to $3.00,
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WHEREAS, in accordance with the directive of the PSC, on January 5, 2006 ll:ic
" Company filed with the PSC proof of publication of the N:Qﬁse of Fiiing in thia matter in The
State newspaper on January 3, 2006, and; .
. WHEREAS, no other parties have intervened in this matter by the last interveation date
of January 16, 2006, a5 stated in the aforesaid public notice, and;

WHEREAS, since the filing of the notice, ORS haa rsviewed the proposed tariffs and rate
schedules submitted by Verizon;

WHEREAS, to ensure compliance with the Commission’s statutes and regulations, the
Parties have agroed to the [ollowing comprehensive rettlement of all issues in this docket;

WHEREFORE, in the spirit of compromise, the Partics hersby stipulate and agree to the
following terms and conditions; | | "

1) The Parties agree to stipulate into the record before the Commission this‘_
Settlement Agrcement; | '

2) Verizon agrees to prgvidc 2 mmunmn of thirty (30) days notice to current
subsctibers of its LDMTS and Plan M Services of the increase in rates requested in this marter
prior to their baing implemented and charged to such current customners:

3) The Parties agree that the Company should be grarited the requested increass in its
meximum rates for LDMTS and Plan M Services:

4) ORS is charged by law with the duty to represent the public interest of South
Carolina pursuant to 5.C. Code § 58-4-10(B) (added by Act 175). S.C. Code § 58-4-10(B)(1)
through (3) reads in part as follows:

- . . 'public interest’ means a bulancing of the following:

(1)  concems of the using and consuming public with respect to
public utility services, regardless of the class of customer;

(2)  economic development and job attraction and retenrion in
South Caroling; and

(3)  preservation of the financial integrity of the State’s public
utilities and continued investment in and maintenance of
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utility facilities 50 as to provide reliable and high quslity
utility services,

ORS believes the Settlement Agré&nent reac_:hed. axﬁong the Parties serves the public
| Interest as defined above; B

5} The Parties sgres to advocate thit the Commiission accept and approve this
Settloment Agreement in its entirety as a fair, reasonsble and full resolution of all issues in the
abdve-captionad. proceeding and to tske ﬁo action inconsistent with its adeption by the
Commission. The Parties further agree to cooperate in good faith with one apother in
recommending to the Commission th;t this Settlement Agreement be accepted and approved by
the Commission. The Parties agree to use reasonsble cfforts to defend and support any
Commission order issued approving this Settlénimi Agreement and the terms and condjtions
conwined herein.

G) The Parties agree that signing this’ Séttlent Agre_ement will not constrain,
inhibit, impair, or prejudice their arguments o;- pdsiﬁon.r_, held in other collatcral proceedings, nor
will it constitute a precedent or evidence of acceptable practice in future proceedings. If the
Commission declines to approve the Seltlemuntv‘f‘.greemmt in its entirety, then any Party
desiring to do so may withdraw from the Settlement Agresment without penalty or obligation.

" 7)  This Settlement Agreement shal] be interpreted acoording o South Carolina law.

8) The above terms and conditions fuliy represent the agreement of the Parties
bereto. Therefore, each Party acknowledges its consent and agreemant to this Settlement
Agreement by affixing its signature or by anthorizing its counsel to affix his or her signature to
this document where indicated below. Counsel’s signature represents his or hor representation
that his or her client hes suthorized the execution of the agreement. Facsimile signatures and c-
mail signatures shall be a5 effective as original signatures tO'I;iﬂd any party. This document may

be gigned in counierparts, with the various siguatire pages combined with the body of the
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document constituting an original and pravable copy of this Settjement Agreement. The Parties
agree that in the event any Party should fail to indicate its consent to this Settlement Agreement
and the terms contained herein, then this Settlement Agreement shall be null end void and will

not be binding on any Party.

WE AGREE:

Representing the Oiﬂc_e of Regulntofy Staff

fy Box 11263
041" Main Strect (Suite 300).
Columbie, SC 29211

Phone: (803) 737-0823

Fax:  (803) 737-0800

E-meil: jnelson(@regstaffac gov

WE AGREE:

Representing Bell Atlantic Communicativas, Ine. d/b/a
Verizon Long Distance

A B s



